freedom and on issues that affected them directly. In many ways, the roots of the egalitarian commitment that marked the struggle for freedom must be traced into these movements. Champaran, Kheda, and Ahmedabad marked the beginning of a phase where the idea of freedom was sought to be clarified in terms of the aspirations and the immediate day-to-day life of the working people, the peasantry and in that sense marked a departure from Gokhale's Testament of 1914. It will be appropriate, in this context, to discuss Champaran, Kheda, and Ahmedabad, in as brief a manner as it can be.
The Champaran story was about the peasants across the district (in Bihar) who were forced by British planters to cultivate indigo in at least three-twentieth of their land. This was known as the tinkathia system, which was put in place when the textile industry in Manchester needed indigo to dye cloth manufactured there. The advent of chemical dyes (from Germany) rendered the use of indigo redundant. But then, the planters and the British revenue administrators sought to make the best of the situation by insisting that the tenants pay higher rents and some other taxes for releasing the land from mandatory cultivation of indigo. This led to unrest, and the peasantry was faced with the threat of eviction and imminent starvation. This condition was brought to Gandhi's attention by a native peasant, Raj Kumar Shukla. Gandhi landed in Champaran and began studying the situation himself, visiting village after village, in the district. After ascertaining the reality, Gandhi called upon the peasants in the district to refuse paying the additional rent as demanded. The campaign also took up the demand for abolition of the tinkathia system, an instance of asserting the rights of the peasant to decide on what one shall cultivate.20

footnote: Another significant aspect of the Champaran story was the way Gandhi responded to the administration's order for externing him from the district. Unlike the leaders of the past, Gandhi refused to stay away from Champaran, and he was willing to face the consequences. Interestingly, the administration refrained from arresting Gandhi at that time in Champaran..